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The Environment Team - Nature Discovery Day 
Over 100 people attended a day of activities around 
the villages, hosted by the Environment Team.  
 
Highlights included an Elephant Hawkmoth during 
the early morning moth 'trapping', some lovely 
morning walks, an afternoon of brilliant crafts, games 
and activities in the village hall, and an evening of 
cheese, wine and bat detecting in the churchyard, 
which attracted a surprisingly large crowd! A big 
thank you to all involved.  
 
The next event will be 'Autumn Watch' on Saturday 
22nd October. 
 
Defibrillators - Two defibrillators have been installed 
– Chelveston outside the Star & Garter, and 
Caldecott outside Poplar Farm Barn.  
 
At Chelston Rise, the developer of the new dwellings 
has generously agreed to fund the trench works and 
the WPD costs to install an electrical supply to the 
chosen location at the brick bus shelter. 
 
Caldecott drain floods – Northants Highway’s 
contractors were out in force in July in Caldecott to 
replace an underground chamber and storm water 
pipes, as well as filling in a disused road drain.   
 
Hopefully this will cure the “flash flooding” that has 
been reccurring on the bend for the last two years.  
Now all we need is some decent rain to test it! 
 
Village Hall sound system improvements – 
Following a further grant award from the Foulger 
Trust, the Council has commissioned local firm DSAV 
Ltd of Raunds to upgrade parts of the sound system 
in the Village Hall. 
 
This will result in all Councillors and any public 
speakers having microphones (currently some 
Councillors have to share), and the current jumble of 
amplifier, mixer desk and cabling (that has to be set 
up every meeting) will be replaced with a “plug and 
play” system, with most of the equipment out of sight. 
 
This will both make it easier for any public attending 
to hear any softer spoken speakers, and reduce the 
time taken to set up for the meeting (especially as 
only one person knows how to do it at the moment!) 
 
Marquee – At the July meeting, the Council reviewed 
the limited use of the marquee, originally purchased 
for the Events Team in 2017, and decided it was not 
viable to continue.  Accordingly it was offered for sale 
by a sealed bid auction. 
 
We are pleased to advise that, whilst the marquee 
will be leaving the parish, it will be put to good use 
performing outreach work by hosting youth groups. 
 
 

 
NDP Review Working Party – volunteers wanted 
In 2017, the Parish voted to adopt a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan or NDP covering 2016 – 2031. 
This was put together by a working party of Cllrs and 
volunteers. Over the last 5 years the NDP has 
guided housing development to agreed sites with 9 
new dwellings completed, and a further 9 agreed 
and underway or not yet started. 
 
Earlier this year the Council commissioned a (grant 
funded) report from a planning consultant to assess 
how effective the NDP is, how it has been used by 
the Planning Officers, and whether any changes are 
required to keep the NDP current with legislation and 
planning policies. 
 
The new volunteer NDP Review Working Party will 
consider the findings of the consultant’s report and 
make recommendations to the Council, based on 
what is considered best for the parish.  
 
Accordingly, the Council is looking for a range of 
volunteers from around the parish, not just one 
interest or focus group. The Working Party meetings 
may be in person or virtual, and the volunteers will 
be expected to commit time to read up on the 
planning issues involved. 
 
If you would like to apply, please contact the Clerk 
on clerk@chelveston-pc.gov.uk, and tell us why you 
should be on the NDP Review Working Party. 
 
Note – no new development sites will come forward 
as part of this review, as these remain as per the 
2016 – 2031 allocation, thus there is no conflict of 
interest for landowners to volunteer to serve. 
 
Quality Award – The Council has just been re-
accredited at Quality level in the Local Council 
Award Scheme. The award lasts for four years. 
 
To achieve this, the Council had to demonstrate 
evidence of good governance, effective community 
engagement, and council improvement to a national 
assessment panel. 

 
This follows on from Quality awards and renewals in 
2008, 2012 and 2015. 
 
Next Issue: The October & November issue of the 
Newsletter should be delivered in the first week of 
October, so if you want to publicise a parish event, 
please let me know before the end of September. 
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The Chelveston Parish Church of St. John the Baptist (contact Arthur Wright - 624530). 
 

There is a communion service every Sunday morning at 9.00am. 
 

Our Sunday service of 9am has continued as usual and on Sunday July 17th we were very pleased to welcome the 
Assistant Bishop of Perth, Western Australia in the person of Jeremy James the brother of our regular member Jimmy 
James.  Bishop Jeremy was in the country to attend the Lambeth Conference of Bishops, hosted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He was welcomed on behalf of us all by Rev'd Lesley McCormack and he also gave us a thoughtful 
sermon before going on to our sister parish of St Mary's Higham Ferrers. 
 
Our regular organist Hilary Goodman has recently undergone an operation to relieve her persistent and painful spinal 
problem and we all wish her a full return to health and speedy return to us.  In the meantime we express our sincere 
thanks to Sam Stringer, Christina White and Robert Tucker who have so ably accompanied our services in her 
absence. 
 
The advertisement for a new priest for our benefice will shortly be appearing in the Church Times and we hope we 
can find someone suitable to follow on the good work that Rev'd Michelle had done in her three years with us 
 
Food Bank 
We’re currently in need of tinned vegetables (including potatoes), tinned fruit, custard, and puddings, in addition to 
ongoing shortages of UHT semi-skimmed milk, tinned meat, jam, small jars of coffee and small bags of sugar (no 
baked beans, soup or pasta please, we have lots!)  They can be left in church with the other donations.  The donation 
box is at the back of the church (near the toilet). As always, thank you for your continued support. 
 

Arthur Wright & Peggy Deards, Churchwardens 
 

 
 

The Events Team programme of activities (TEXT Carol on 07880-556286). 
 
Fun Dog Show at the Village Hall on Sunday 4th September opens at 12 noon. Free entry to the site, with 
refreshments available. All class entries are £1. Please see the flyers / posters for more details. 
 
Halloween Display 31st October. Fun for all the family and a chance to win cash prizes. 
 
Fun Quiz at St Johns Church on Friday 18th November includes a fish and chip supper.  
The bar opens at 7pm. This event is always popular and tickets sell out fast. 
 
Open Gardens Event 2023. One of the parish residents has suggested this event for next year, so if you are 
interested in making a firm commitment to this event please let us know. 
 
For information about any of the above please TEXT Carol on 07880-556286 

 
 

The Parish Council usually meets on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend and may speak on any agenda item at the Chair’s discretion. 
 

The agenda and meeting papers are posted on the website (www.chelveston-pc.gov.uk) and the agenda is on the 
parish noticeboards at least 3 clear days before the meetings. 
 
Note - there will be no meeting in August. 
 

Parish Council Members & Officers 
 

Chair: Andrew Seaman, Rosemoor, Raunds Rd. 
Vice: Jennifer Harwood, 7 Britten Close. 
Sarah Cinnamond 44 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 
Andy Cuthbert, 38 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 

Clinton Hill, 52 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 
Carol Parsons, 5 Pokas Cottages. 
Peter Smith, 2 Bidwell Lane, Caldecott 
Clerk: Mark Hunter, Ashbury, Caldecott (626039).

 
E-mails to the Council on clerk@chelveston-pc.gov.uk 
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