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This is the formal Annual Report of the Council’s 
activities, given by the Chair, Cllr Andrew 
Seaman, at the Annual Parish Assembly held on 
17th May 2021. 
 
This Assembly meeting completes my first year in 
the role of Chair, and the Parish Council gained 
two new faces, Clinton Hill and Neil Chambers,  
who joined us in June last year following Ray 
Daniells and James Pentelow standing down.  

The local elections in May saw three Cllrs, Patricia 
Mommersteeg, Mandy Hill and Neil Chambers, 
stand down, and three new Cllrs, Sarah 
Cinnamond, Andy Cuthbert and Peter Smith, 
elected unopposed in their place.  They will attend 
their first Council meeting later this evening. 

2020 was dominated by the impact of the Covid-19 
outbreak.  Lockdown 1 saw the parish come 
together in a way probably not seen since WW2. 
Adrian Dale, in his role as the Council’s 
Emergency Coordinator, worked tirelessly and 
provided daily broadcasts for 91 days 
consecutively.  The Council had to source a high 
volume laser printer to print the newsletters at 
short notice, as the local print shop was closed.  

The Council had to move to virtual meetings and 
on-line banking, as cheques created a problem 
both in signing and cashing. The Events Team 
organised socially distanced events, including the 
scarecrow competition that made it to the local 
papers.  IDs were provided for local volunteers 
going to supermarkets for others, and possibly the 
strangest task of all, providing ID paperwork for 
two African Grey parrots to be transported to a 
sanctuary in Lincolnshire. 

Now for some facts and figures: 

There have been 12 formal council meetings in the 
last year. The most complex planning application 
was the hybrid application from CRE to build 
houses in Higham Ferrers and relocate the 
industry there to a new industrial site at the south 
of the CRE Park. The Council opposed the plans, 
but they were eventually consented by the (former) 
ENC Planning Management Committee. However 
the opposition did mean a large number of 
conditions were applied to the consent, which 
should see a 7.5 ton Amenity Weight Limit (AWL)  
applied to the Caldecott Road past Chelston Rise. 

The Parish Council is partly financed through a tax 
(called the Precept) on each household which is 
collected by the North Northamptonshire Council 
(NNC).  It was decided to raise the Precept slightly 
for 2021-22 to £11,200, which for a Band D 
property makes the cost around £52.09.  

After three years of excellent grass cutting by 
Adrian Dale, he has now retired, so a new grass 
cutting contractor started in March. 

The Council announced a public appeal to restore 
the Cross of Sorrow war memorial on the 100th 
anniversary of its installation in the churchyard in 
1920.  You, the public, donated just over £3,000 
and the Council successfully applied for a £650 
grant from the Wind Farm Trust to cover the 
balance, so no taxpayer funds were used in 
restoring it.  The work was undertaken by a local 
stonemason, Robert Farrow. 

The parish footway lighting is currently being 
replaced with more energy efficient LED lighting; 
this was enabled by a 75% grant of £16,650 from 
the Wind Farm Trust, their largest grant to date.  

The lamps are set to dim between midnight and 
dawn, to further reduce energy costs and light 
pollution. 

Finally, I would like to propose a vote of thanks to 
the current and former Cllrs for their services to the 
parish.  

Cllr Andrew Seaman,  
Chair of the Parish Council 
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Finance for the year ending 31st March 2021 (draft and unaudited figures). 
Starting with the headline figures – 

Balance brought forward £ 13,786.07 
Receipts in year £ 18,564.77 
Expenditure in year £-21,907.12 
Balance carried forward £ 10,443.72 

 

The receipts were made up of - 
Precept £11,000.00 
Grants to the Council £ 2,417.88 NCC, WPD, Gigaclear, Cllr Pentland ENC MEF. 
Allotment receipts £ 601.00 Rents, shed bonds, and water contribution. 

 
 

Public donations £        400.05     Cross of Sorrow fund, Covid fund 
Bank interest £         6.43  
Donation to the Council £ 1.00 Donated by the Chair to pay the Clerk. 
VAT (recovery) £ 4,138.41 Claimed back from last year. 

The Council calculates how much it needs in November for the next year and tells NNC the Precept amount in 
January.  Then from April, it’s collected from the residents as part of the Council Tax.  There are approx. 239 
houses in the parish, but some have discounts (e.g. single occupancy, etc.), so the full paying equivalent number 
was reduced to 212. This gave a typical Band D figure of £11,000 / (212*52) = 99.8p a week for 2020-21. 

 
[For 2021-22, the Precept has been increased to £11,200, but the number of contributing households has also risen 
to 215, so for a typical Band D property the figures are now £11,200 / (215*52) = 100.2p a week]. 

 

The expenditure was - 
War memorial £ 3,650.00   
Grass cutting / Groundworks 

 
£ 3,315.26  

St Lighting  (New) £ 3,166.67 Part deposit on LED light replacement works. 
St Lighting (Power) £ 2,375.94 60 street lights. 
Noticeboard £ 1,190.32 70% funded by Cllr Pentland’s ENC MEF grant. 
St Lighting (Repairs) £ 1,374.20  
Grants £    990.00    Christmas Covid grants (100% funded by WPD grant). 
Insurance £   

 

   686.25  
E-Government £   
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   547.67  
Allotment costs £   

 

     538.33 Lease, shed bond refunds. 
Subscriptions £    450.27  
Annual audit £    258.00  
Training £    244.00  
Gen Admin £     233.94  
Stationery/Printing £    167.16  
Recreation £   

 

      91.90 Events, Green waste bin. 
Emergency Planning £

 

     75.00  
Traffic calming £    

 

      69.37 SID battery charging. 
Clerk’s salary £    1.00 Donated by the Chair. 
VAT (recoverable) £ 2,481.84 To be claimed back next year. 

 

The Council owns the 305th BG memorial site, and the allotment site is leased from a local farmer. 
The Council as at May 2021.

Chair: Andrew Seaman, Rosemoor, Raunds Road. 
Vice: Jennifer Harwood, 7 Britten Close. 
Sarah Cinnamond, 44 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 
Andy Cuthbert, 38 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 
 

Clinton Hill, 52 The Crescent, Chelston Rise. 
Carol Parsons, 5 Pokas Cottages.  
Peter Smith, 2 Bidwell Lane, Caldecott 
Clerk: Mark Hunter, Ashbury, Caldecott (626039).

E-mails to the Council on Clerk@chelveston-pc.gov.uk 
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