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Street Lighting – Kimbolton Road Lay-by 
Summary 
At its October meeting, the Parish Council discussed lighting for the Kimbolton Road lay-by following a 
request by the Parish Lengthsman for the Clerk to explore costs for this potential project.  The meeting 
concluded that it did not wish to take the suggestion further at this stage.   

This decision was taken without the benefit of a fully costed and properly argued proposal being 
presented.  This paper sets out the argumentation in support of the proposal, and provides options for 
funding the work.  The Council is asked to consider the project again in the light of new information and 
argumentation. 

Background 

The Kimbolton Road lay-by is a crime and antisocial behaviour hot spot in the Village.  However, it has not 
attracted many complaints from residents, nor merited Parish Council attention, because it is not on a 
regular driving or walking route for most residents.   

Until recently, the verges of the lay-by were covered in dense shrubbery and the entrance to the lay-by was 
largely hidden from view by two large overhanging trees.  The lay-by has been largely used by non-
residents: motorists parking up for a break, lorry drivers sleeping overnight and vehicles turning back into 
the Village having overshot their destination.  Unfortunately, it has also been used by more “unsavoury” 
characters, usually under cover of darkness, for all manner of illicit activity. 

The lay-by has historically been outside the Village Envelope. This was confirmed by a planning inspector in 
the early 1990s when a planning application by Keith Oliver to develop a house with access off the lay-by 
was refused on the grounds that it was outside the boundary of the built up area. As the Footway Lighting 
Authority for the Village, the Parish Council therefore had no obligation, or indeed need, to consider 
lighting for the lay-by. 

However much has now changed. 

The Present Situation 

As Parish Lengthsman, I voluntarily pick litter from the lay-by 12 days a fortnight (every other weekend 
off).  It is frequently a mess.  There is of course the usual litter: McDonalds and KFC wrappings, beer cans 
and bottles. However, I also find some disgusting material resulting from the illicit activity that regularly 
goes on.  There are used condoms, soiled tissues, human faeces, and all manner of drug paraphernalia: 
nitrox canisters, ecstasy packets, crack cocaine rocks, heroin spoons. 

In the last 6 weeks we have had 3 instances of fly tipping.  Two large sofas were deposited on the verge one 
night.  The next night someone had moved them and rearranged them to block the road.  On the Monday 
evening of the November Council meeting, three large bags of domestic rubbish were tossed into Keith 
Carr’s field with other rubbish into the ditch.  The next night I almost caught a fly tipper in the early evening 
dumping a broken bicycle.  Unfortunately the car sped off as I approached and it was too dark to see the 
number plate. 

East Northamptonshire Council contractors now clear the lay-by twice a week as the bin fills up so quickly 
and there is always additional material deposited around the bin which needs removing. 

Following the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan and the development of Peters Close, half of the lay-by 
is now very much within the new Settlement Boundary.  It will be a fully fledged residential area once the 
Peters Close houses are sold and occupied.   

The lay-by is no longer hidden from residents.  The recent fire has destroyed the two large trees which 
shielded the entrance to the lay-by from the rest of the Village, and the developers have now cleared the 
verges and landscaped them.  (Unfortunately, they have left the bags of asbestos that were revealed in the 
ditch after the fire).  The state of the lay-by will be very much on show to anyone approaching Peters Close, 
either on foot or by car.   

Peters Close will also be the only road in the Village without a light of any kind marking its entrance.  Other 
than Spinney Barn on Water Lane (which is outside the Village Envelope), Peters Close properties will be 
the only houses in the Village approached along a completely unlit roadway with no footpath.  The last 
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street light near Greenacres does not shine into the lay-by.  Even Bidwell Lane has some lighting and the 
situation there will be much improved by the re-development of the old barns that has been approved. 

As the Footway Lighting Authority, the Parish Council now has a duty to consider the safety and security of 
residents and visitors to Peters Close.  In my view this requires a street light adjacent to, or opposite, the 
entrance to the new road.  There may only be three new properties, but there can be no justification for an 
unsafe approach to any properties within the Settlement Boundaries approved in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The proposed new light will also illuminate the roadway and deter illicit activity.  It is unlikely that someone 
will choose to defecate under the full glare of a bright street light!  They would be visible to passing 
motorists on the B645. Similarly, fly tipping is much less likely with a light in place, especially if a dummy 
camera is mounted high up on the new lighting column. 

 
The costs and financing 
Following initial enquiries, the the Lighting contractor has estimated the costs at £2,533.40 because of 
because a “hard” dig would be necessary to bring power across the roadway from the last street light by 
Greenacres or to pay Western Power to tap into the new electricity main on the grass verge. This cost may 
at first seem high but not when considered in the appropriate context.  We need to distinguish between 
the one-off capital cost of installation and the ongoing revenue costs of operating the light. 

Revenue considerations 
The costs of running an additional PL-L street light will be around £35/annum. When occupied, Peters Close 
will ultimately be contributing at least £150 per annum to the Parish tax base (with £50 recognised in the 
next financial year as only one house is currently occupied).  Surely, they should have a right to basic street 
lighting in return for this ongoing additional contribution to the Village finances?  

If a street light also deters the illicit activity that blights the lay-by, then the rest of the Village will certainly 
benefit from a cost of £35/annum.  We don’t need drug takers, drunk drivers or fly tippers anywhere within 
the Village. 

Capital considerations 
The Parish Council already has sufficient unrestricted reserves to pay for the full installation.  However, as 
always, it should seek funds from elsewhere if possible.  A 50% grant of £1,266 from the Foulger Trust 
would certainly cover most of the additional costs relating to the getting of power to the site.    

If granted, this sum would not detract from the capital assets of the Foulger Trust; it represents less than 
two month’s clear income from the 24 Duchy Close rental property.  The grant would be well within the 
remit of the Trust and would speak well to Michael’s long term obsession with street lighting in the Village. 

Conclusion 
In its role as the Footway Lighting Authority, it is important that the Parish Council carefully considers the 
safety and security of all residential areas.  All areas should expect to be adequately lit and pedestrians 
should not be at risk when approaching any property within the approved Settlement Boundaries. 

In the case of Peters Close, providing the necessary lighting at its entrance has an added potential 
benefit.  It is likely to make the lay-by far less attractive for illicit activity.  All residents would derive a 
benefit from that, but as Parish Lengthsman, I do confess that I would derive a particular benefit – hence 
my original suggestion.  There is no pleasure in picking up the filthy detritus left behind by the current lay-
by users. No volunteer should have to do this, but in all conscience I simply could not leave it for others to 
find.  It would reflect badly on the Village and the standards we try to uphold.   

I firmly believe that a street light in the lay-by would deter some of this activity and be a sensible long term 
investment for the Village.  I would urge the Parish Council to reconsider its earlier position. 

  

 

Adrian Dale 
Parish Lengthsman 
Working on behalf of:  
 
The Parish Council Chelveston-cum-Caldecott 7th January 2019 


