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Veterans of the 305th Bomb Group, Local dignitaries, Colonel “Jack” and villagers my task this 

afternoon, and one I feel privileged to have been asked to perform, is very much akin to that of 

my Royal Air Force forbearers at Chelveston some 65+ years ago and that is setting the scene 

for the United States Air Force or as it was then the United States Army Air Force. 

 

In the mid 1930s the United Kingdom sensed the potential for a coming war with Germany and 

as an immediate priority set about re-establishing the Air Defence of Great Britain.  For the 

commonly held belief of the day was that the bomber would always get through and hence the 

building of a credible fighter force was paramount.  The result was, as many will realise, the 

Hurricane, the Spitfire and the success of the Battle of Britain. 

 

This latter engagement by the few proved two things, the bomber was not invincible and indeed 

the cost to such operations against a strong fighter defence was high, and secondly that we the 

Brits were indeed few and would need allied assistance to achieve the goal of a free Europe and 

indeed world. 

 

This initial emphasis on the establishment of a credible air defence meant that the development 

of an RAF Bomber force was to come second.  Hence it wasn’t until 1940 that a site referred to 

initially as Shelton was selected for requisition and the construction as a Bomber Command 

airfield.   

 

In 1941 that airfield’s name was changed to that of Chelveston and it was then assigned to No 2 

Group who had suffered significant casualties in the Battle of France proving that the early RAF 

medium bombers were as vulnerable to a strong air defences as those of the Luftwaffe.  Later  

that same year the station was transferred to No 8 Group, the emerging “Pathfinder” force 

destined to greatly improve the accuracy of allied bombing.  Today we might watch our 

televisions in awe as a pair of laser guided bombs strike their target with a degree of precision 

that was unthinkable in the Second World War, but some 65years ago accuracy was measured 

in miles and indeed aircraft of occasion not only bombed in error the wrong target, but the wrong 

city and even the wrong country.  Consequently, mass bombing in terms of aircraft numbers and 



bomb loads was a necessary commitment to ensure the required force level both reached the 

target and achieved the desired level of military/industrial attrition. 

 

When in August 1941 a young Flying Officer and ten men took control of Chelveston the wheels 

were already in motion to offer it to the United States Army Air Force as a bomber field.  For 

however rapidly the RAF and the Air Forces of the Commonwealth built up their bomber fleets, 

they were never going to achieve alone the level of enemy suppression that was necessary to 

permit an invasion of Europe.  Consequently, and for obvious reasons, it was not for fighter 

support that Great Britain called upon her ally the United States, but for bombers to undertake 

daylight missions while the RAF focussed on night bombing.   

 

In the interim Chelveston hosted a number of caretaker units.    One of the first being No 2819 

Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment who established a range of ground defence measures 

around the camp before going on to provide light anti-aircraft defences in Normandy in 1944 and 

later at Eindhoven shortly after its capture during Operation Market Garden, or the Bridge too 

Far as it has become colloquially known.   By the end of 1941 the Central Gunnery School 

charged with training of air gunners relocated from the North Norfolk coast to the station.   

 

In the Spring of the following year the airfield was formally offered to the United States, but 

before such a deployment could be undertaken, elements of the Airborne Forces Experimental 

Establishment arrived at Chelveston in the May of 1942 and embarked on their task of 

developing troop carrying gliders.  These unpowered aircraft were destined later to become 

critical to a range of operations from the assault on Normandy, the already mentioned Market 

Garden and the crossing of the Rhine River into Germany.  One such glider perfected here at 

Chelveston being the Hamilcar heavy glider capable of airlifting a light tank into battle.  Hence it 

was that the station played out its initial part in supporting the development of the military 

machine that was to subsequently liberate Europe. 

 

In these early days, Chelveston also played an important part in the training of local emergency 

personnel in the guise of police, fire services, civil defence and so on in the skills necessary to 

contain a civil emergency and to clear up after an air raid.  Luckily for Chelveston though it 

seems to have escaped the attention of the Luftwaffe.  With the impending arrival of US heavy 

bombers, no sooner had the runways been completed, than they were being extended to cater 

for these larger aircraft.   



 

Then in the late Summer of 1942 the time came for the RAF to make way for the 8th Air Force, 

however, Station 105 was not formally handed over by one Flight Lieutenant Davies to Brigadier 

General Anderson and Lt Col Le May until April 1943.  Such was the business of war that that 

occasion was not marked by any ceremony save the simple lowering of the RAF Ensign and the 

raising of the “Stars and Stripes”.   

 

So then it must be my turn to hand over to my US counterpart, but not before I extend my thanks 

to the people of the local area for their part in the sterling fund raising efforts that have made this 

magnificent tribute to the 305th both possible and a reality.  And I must remark here, not just a 

silent monument to the past, but a very practical feature which I have no doubt will enhance the 

vibrancy of this village well into the future.   

 

Finally, may I on behalf of the Royal Air Force and the Chief of the Air Staff – Air Chief Marshal 

Sir Glen Torpy, welcome you the veterans of the 305th back to this hallowed field from which you 

so relentlessly sent forth the instrument of the freedom we collectively cherish today.  I thank you 

for your yesterday’s and I am so pleased that you are here to share our today and indeed our 

tomorrows.  In return you should be proud to know that the “Can Do” of the 305th is a term that is 

today not just synonymous with the air forces of our two nations, but most others around the 

globe. Thank you.  


