
 
 

Chelveston-cum-Caldecott Parish Council & the 305th BG Memorial Association 
 

Chairman’s Introduction & Dedication Speech 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the Parish Council I would like to welcome you all 
today to the dedication of our memorial to the 305th Bombardment Group.  I’d like to 
extend a particular welcome to the Veterans and their families who have joined us today 
from the United States. I’d also like to thank to our guests who have come in their formal 
capacity to honour the Veterans on this their special day. 
 
The turnout and logistics today has been excellent all thanks to our Clerk, Mark Hunter 
who has worked with Billy Donald, Ian White and Billy Betts to organise the day to 
perfection. 
 
Today is the culmination of a very long project.  Most people assume it started in March 
2006 when we broke ground.  But in reality it goes back to March 1999 when Billy Betts 
heard that the last “J” Type hanger on the airbase was being demolished.  The Parish 
Council, Billy and others tried to save it but were thwarted when contractors moved in early 
to demolish it before English Heritage could arrive.  Fortunately, Billy moved quickly and 
was able to come to an “arrangement” with the demolition crew to save the windsock mast 
as a memento.  The mast has a special significance to the 305th as the light on the top of it 
used to guide them home on their final run after a raid. Billy moved it to Airfield farm where 
it lay safely hidden in undergrowth for 7 years until building work began. 
 
In 2003 Billy Betts and Billy Donald approached the Parish Council to ask if we would 
consider building a memorial for the 305th in the centre of the Village – a permanent 
reminder of their role – especially as the airfield was being sold into private ownership.  
We were very enthusiastic but it took over 2 years to secure the necessary permissions to 
build on this site.  
 
The original design from Billy Donald was a modest one but the more I researched the 
305th and their history the more I was convinced that a much bigger memorial was needed 
– and the design you’ll see shortly was born.  Ladies and Gentlemen, these men flew 480 
missions from Chelveston and lost 769 of their comrades to protect our freedom.  This 
deserves the recognition I hope we’ve given it. 
 
The design was costed at £12,000 and we launched an appeal for donations.  We had a 
slow start but after £3,000 I persuaded my Council colleagues to let me begin building 
work.  As soon as work started the donations flooded in and eventually we raised nearly 
£21,000 – almost twice our target.  The names of all the donors have been recorded on 
the plaque at the back of the memorial – with the exception of one generous benefactor in 
the Village and four others who wishes to remain anonymous.  To all the people here 
today who made donations – we thank you for making this memorial possible. 
 



This monument was built by local craftsmen – some as a paid commission but others as 
volunteers and to those people we owe a special thanks.  Steve Abbott and his team at 
Abbot Fabrications deserve a special mention.  Their expertise is quite literally at the heart 
of this memorial from the foundation steels through the pole and counterweight right up to 
the magnificent B-17 weather vane – hand painted by John Abbott Steve’s Dad.  Those of 
you who have watched the progress during the last year will have seen me with all sorts of 
equipment behind these fences and I must thank John Warner and his team from Stable 
Hire for supporting us throughout the year of the build.  And then there’s Peter Hill and his 
trusted tractor and trailer.  He’s carted muck away – he’s moved the pole to and from its 
refurbishment and then hoisted everything into position.  Without these people and many 
more who have helped none, of this would be possible. 
 
As this memorial has come together I have come to realise how many lives it has touched.  
Every Saturday and Sunday during the last year I have been stopped by people coming to 
take photographs of it, each with tales to tell of friends and family who were involved with 
the service men during and after the war.  Fond memories and fascinating tales from them 
all, proving that sacrifices have not been forgotten. 
 
One family in particular has a personal tale to tell from the Village.  During the war the 
Eady family lived next to the pub and their Father used to keep the Working Men’s Club in 
Foot Lane – a favourite watering hole for the American Service Men.  Horrace Eady was 
only 6 years old at the time but remembers Sunday lunchtimes vividly.  His mother was a 
great cook and used to send Horrace across to the Club – “Horrace go and find out how 
many Yanks are there for Sunday dinner”  She had 5 children to feed at the time but still 
managed to produce a full Sunday roast for any of the Service men who wanted it.  She 
couldn’t bear to think of them being so far from home and going without. 
 
Horrace’s elder sister Margaret remembers vividly the tricky job of carrying the hot plates 
in batches across to the club.  Margaret now lives in Higham Ferrers and hadn’t seen 
much of the building work for the memorial.  But when it was finished Horrace brought her 
down to see it and its fair to say that it brought back a flood of memories for her and even 
a few tears.  She went straight home and penned a poem which she will read in the minute 
as the Village’s dedication to the 305th – those brave “Yanks” as they were affectionately 
known.  
 
But first Ladies and Gentlemen I must ask the unveiling party to step forward.  They are 
lead by the current President of the 305th BGMA Stanley Soderblom and Past President 
Bob Buckley who kicked off the appeal in the US.  Each of the posts will be unveiled by 
one of the service men from that squadron with the 365th post being unveiled by Barbara 
Tesch Editor of the Association’s “Can Do Notes”.  Unveiling party please take your 
places. 
 
Margaret can I now invite you forward to read your dedication poem – “A Memorial of 
Thanks” 
 

Gentlemen, Barbara we ask you now to unveil the “Memorial of Thanks”. 


