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Chair’s Welcome Speech  
 
Veterans, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the Parish Council I 
would like to welcome you all today to the re-dedication of our memorial to the 305th 
Bombardment Group.  
 
I’d like to extend a particular warm welcome to the Veterans’ families who have joined us 
today from the United States. I’d also like to thank to our guests who have come in their 
formal capacity on this special day.  
 
Ten years ago, many of us were gathered here see Adrian Dale, the then Chairman of the 
Council, guide us through the original dedication ceremony. Adrian, along with Ian White, 
Billy Betts and the late Billy Donald, had masterminded the building of this memorial, centred 
around the windsock mast that Billy Betts had “rescued” from the demolition of the last “J” 
type on the former airbase.  
 
The memorial was funded by donations great and small, both from within the parish and 
from veterans and their families overseas. Nearly £21,000 – twice the original target – was 
raised, allowing the creation of this memorial to the men who flew 480 missions from 
Chelveston, and lost 769 of their comrades to protect our freedom.  
 
This monument was built by local craftsmen, several of whom have returned to prepare the 
memorial for today’s service. Robert Farrow the Stonemason has carried out repairs to the 
stonework, whilst Steve Abbott, of Abbot Fabrications, volunteered to modify the original 
frame that holds the dedication plaque and the Poem of Thanks to take the new plaque that 
will be unveiled later today.  
 
Councillors, James Pentelow, volunteers to cut the grass around the memorial each year, 
whilst, Melvyn Wooding, has spent many hours polishing the granite to remove the deposits 
from the lead capping, ably assisted by Fred Chamberlin.  
 
For the “grandstand”, we thank Stuart Carr of Carr Brothers for the use of one of his lorry’s 
again, along with JST Forklifts for allowing us to park it, and the convoy vehicles, on their 
forecourt.  
 
As Father Richard, our parish priest is on a sabbatical, we thank Debbie Smith-Wilds, the 
Reader, for stepping in to conduct the service in the parish church this morning, and 
hopefully our visitors will have enjoyed the lunch prepared by Raine Earnshaw and the WI 
ladies in the village hall.  
 
Lastly, a special mention to fellow Councillor Liz Kelly and her events committee, who have 
put together a 1940s themed community event for you to enjoy after the service.  
 
Thank you. 


