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 2017- 8 Appraisal Results Summary 

1. Introduction 
The appraisal was distributed during December 2017 to 243 homes in the parish. 21 
properties were empty at the time and responses were received from 112 of the other 
households. This represents 50.5% of the parish and therefore represents the views of 
the majority of residents.  However, this turnout is lower than the 62% turnout in 2010 
and only just represents a majority of the parish, meaning the Parish Council may have 
to reconsider how it conducts the 2024 survey in order to obtain meaningful results.   

The complete results are available in their raw form on the Parish Council web site to 
allow the residents to draw their own conclusions but a summary is presented below. 

2. Summary of Results 

2.1 Profile of Parish Residents 

There has been a notable 
shift in the residence profile 
since the last appraisal. 
The 50 ex-MOD dwellings 
that are now available at 
Chelston Rise has 
generated a rise in the 1-5 
years and 6-15 years 
groups.   Only 39% (down 
from 45%) of the parish 
has now been resident in 
the parish for 16 years or 
more, with 22% (down from 
25%) having been resident 
for 26 years or more. But 

having moved here, 79% (up from 70%) of households have no plans to move away 
from the parish within the next 5 years. 
 
The age profile of the 
parish has shifted since 
2010 with a small 
increase in children under 
10 years old and a larger 
increase (nearly double) 
in residents aged 75+. 
The 40-59 age group 
comprises 45% of all 
residents, with 74% of 
residents now aged 40+. 
In previous appraisals this 
shift was forecast and we 
began to consider the 
implications of an ageing 
population who wish stay in the parish.  This continuing trend will have a significant 
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impact on the amenities required by the parish to meet the needs of a population with 
more leisure time.  The refurbished Village Hall (run by a charity) provides more 
recreational classes than ever before and the Council’s Community Events committee 
has been organising events such as dog shows, quiz nights and murder mystery 
evenings.    

There has been another 
consequence to the changing 
age profile in the parish.  Over 
70% (up from 60%) of the 
parish are now 2-person 
households and the majority of 
these have already had their 
families.   

Given that most of these 2-
person households don’t wish 
to move, it is clear that the 
“family” housing stock in the 
parish is unlikely to be available 
to families for many years, 

unless the housing stock expands in line with the adopted Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (NDP) for the parish. 

However, there is an additional complication. In addition to the small increase in the 
number of young children resident in the parish, more grandchildren are appearing and 
spending time with grandparents in the parish.  Many households, now even including 
those without children, are requesting improved play facilities.   

We have always resisted such investments in the past as the costs are too high for the 
numbers of children involved.  However, with Chelston Rise re-occupied, the play area 
there has been brought back into service (maintained by the Chelston Rise Management 
company) and the play area has been protected from development by registering it as an 
“Asset of Community Value” by the Council. 

There has been a big shift since 2010 in where residents are based during the day. Less 
than 20% (down from 50%) of residents are now home based – either retired or working 
from home, whilst the number working over 30 miles away has doubled from 10% to 
20%. The re-occupation of Chelston Rise is thought to be a large factor in this change. 
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Approx. 50% of residents now travel more than 11 miles daily, with over 80% based out 
of the village during the day. 

2.2 Transport and Highways Issues 

Vehicle usage 

It is clear from the above results that the parish has become commuter villages again (as 
it was in 1995), with the easy access to Bedford and Wellingborough stations.  This was 
predicted in 2010 as likely to occur when Chelston Rise was re-occupied. 

With the absence of public transport in the Parish, there is still a heavy reliance on 
personal transport. Virtually all houses with more than one occupant have more than one 
car and this is a problem where insufficient off-road parking is available.  This is 
becoming a particular problem in Hillside and adjacent to Pokas Cottages, which were 
never designed for on road parking. 

Traffic Danger Spots and Traffic Calming 

81% of households believe that 
there are major danger spots on 
the roads of the Parish, up from 
67% in 2010.  

The bends by the Star & Garter and 
the B645 / B663 / Water Lane 
junctions by Pokas Cottages / The 
Green were all reported as 
significant danger spots.  The 
speed of traffic and the increase in 
parked cars have made these 
junctions particularly difficult to 
navigate safely. 

Speeding on the Raunds Road is also reported as a continuing problem and it is clear 
that the white roadside “gates” have had little or no impact.  Similarly, the 7.5 tonne 
weight limit has only had a small impact on reducing HGV traffic, either from Wrath Park, 
Raunds, or avoiding the A6 / A45 Chowns Mill Roundabout delays. 

63% of households would like to see further traffic speed restrictions introduced in the 
parish.  Raunds Road was the road of most concern, followed by Chelston Rise to 
Caldecott. There were comments both for and against the installation of speed bumps. 

In 2010, HGV traffic was perceived as a problem by 41% of residents.  In 2017 this had 
increased to 55% (same as 1995). Residents comments included farm vehicles as well 
as haulage firms. 

Street Lighting 

In 1995 55% of residents wanted more street lighting installed. A major installation 
programme was therefore undertaken and we now have 58 lamps, one for every four 
houses.  The Parish Council is responsible for the maintenance and running costs of 
these lamps.  To minimise on-going energy costs, the Parish Council competed the 
changeover from 80w Mercury lamps to 35w Sodium lamps (lower power, but brighter) 
ahead of the EU Energy Saving Directive in 2015. 
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Now, only 20% of residents feel that additional lighting is needed, a big increase in 
satisfaction.  However, the Council is mindful that future developments may require 
lighting, so a condition in the adopted NDP requires that developers of 4+ dwellings are 
to provide additional street lighting. 

2.3 Views on Amenities and Services 

Community Shop 

As in previous years, support for a community shop is very strong with 91% of residents 
saying that they would use it often or occasionally.  However, the location of such a shop 
would be important to ensure that it attracted passing trade as would the opening ours 
which would need to suit the modern “convenience” lifestyle.  24% of residents call in at 
the Farm Shop at Lancaster Farm just outside the parish. 

Police Coverage 

33% of residents think that 
Police coverage in the 
parish is “reasonable” and 
9% thought it was “good”, 
which is an increase on 
previous surveys.   

Only 39% of residents 
thought that coverage was 
“poor” which is a big 
improvement on the 52% 
figure from 2010. 

 

 

 

Verge Maintenance 

93% of residents rated verge maintenance as “good” or “reasonable”.  This survey was 
conducted before the service was moved to a local contractor in 2018.  

Refuse Collection and Litter Bins 

94% of residents were happy with the refuse collection service as currently delivered.  
This figure has been consistently high since the first appraisal and reflects well on the 
waste management service at East Northamptonshire Council.  98% of residents 
reported that they sort out their recycling, echoing the national trend of environmental 
awareness. 

93% of residents were happy with the provision of litter bins (up from 78% in 2010) and 
92% (up from 66%) with the provision of dog bins.  The additional dog bins that the 
Parish Council have installed in Bidwell Lane and the southern access road to the CRE 
Park since 2010 appear well used! 

Public Footpaths 

Footpath provision in the parish was considered important with 70% of residents using 
the public footpaths at least monthly, a slight increase on the 2010 result.  72% of 
residents know where the paths in the Parish are but would welcome more signposts 
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and routes being kept clear through crops or restored after ploughing.  With the re-
occupation of Chelston Rise, there were requests for a footpath between Caldecott and 
Chelston Rise. 

The Church 

Only 9% of the parish now attend a place of worship on a regular or occasional basis 
although not necessarily the parish church.  This is a big fall since 2010 (44%) and may 
reflect the changing age profile of the Parish.  However, the majority of residents 
consider that the village church is important as a historic monument or community 
facility, and support events held at the church, such as the Snowdrop weekend, Harvest 
Supper, Carol Service, etc. 

 

The Parish Charities 

New for 2017, we asked 
residents if they were aware of 
the five local charities in the 
parish.  The most recent was 
created in 2015, whilst the 
oldest dates back to 1708. 

All the charities were known by 
36% of residents, with the 
Wind Farm Trust being known 
to 61% of residents. 

 

 

The Village Hall 

There has been a 
welcome shift in the 
usage of the village hall 
since 2010. 25% of 
residents now use the 
Village Hall six or more 
times a year.  This is an 
increase from the low 
point of 11% in 2002. 

The number of residents who never use the Village Hall has fallen from 30% in 2002 to 
17% in 2017. This change reflects the major refurbishment undertaken in 2014, with new 
toilets and kitchen area, resulting in an increased number of course bookings and 
recreational events, including charity events such as the McMillan Coffee morning. 

The Pub 

The pub has increasingly become a focal point for Parish life and this is reflected in the 
survey results.  Only 7% of respondents said that they “never” use the pub against 19% 
in 2010.  The shift seems to be in the number of residents who “occasionally” use the 
pub – often for meals.  Given that the pub is one of the few Parish amenities (along with 
the Village Hall, allotments and Church), its long-term survival is important for the 
community.  From the Parish Council perspective, the pub community provides a 
valuable source of information, resident wishes and opinion. 
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2.4 Housing and the Environment 

71% of the parish now believe that the number of houses built in the last 10 years is 
"about right" and 10% "too much".  Only a small percentage (4%) believes that too little 
housing has been built. 

 
With regard to levels of development that would be acceptable in the parish, 13% (down 
from 20% in 2010) of residents wanted no development at all in the parish – i.e. no new 
housing at all. 99% wanted no large-scale expansion to the Parish, but would be 
prepared to see smaller scale “in fill” and conversion developments.   

These views reflect the polices that were voted on by residents in the NDP that was 
adopted in 2017 and which will guide future development to 2031.  No sites of 10+ 
dwellings are in the NDP policies. 

2.5 Publicity and Parish Information 

95% of the residents are now satisfied with the level of parish information against 84% in 
2010 and 65% in 1995.  The Parish Council’s Newsletter is still well received in the 
Parish with only 4% of residents never reading it.  26% of the residents still believe that 
planning applications should have more publicity in the parish to allow informed debate. 

The national move to “Digital Government” has meant that more information now 
appears online than was previously available in paper documents. The Council’s website 
contains a wealth of information and it is planned to start a “Twitter” feed to bring 
information to a new audience in the parish (and beyond). 

Investment in technology in the Village Hall means that at Council meetings the agenda 
items (including planning applications) are projected onto a large screen, enabling all 
present to see.  

2.6 Parish Council Expenditure 

46% of residents would be prepared to pay a slightly higher level of Council tax to fund 
additional expenditure in the parish.  This is an increase from 35% in 2010.  Our £10,400 
annual precept (our slice of the Council Tax) now averages £50.48 per household, down 
from £57.32 per household in 2010, due to the extra properties in the parish. 

The Council’s other sources of revenue are grants, VAT refund and bank interest. 

The largest costs are street lighting and grass cutting / grounds maintenance (84% of the 
precept), whilst the smallest cost is the Clerk’s salary (£1), which is traditionally donated 
by the Chair each year!  None of the Councillors are paid.  
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3. Conclusions 
The appraisal has again been supported by the Parish and has provided a wealth of 
information which will help with long term planning, especially of housing, amenities and 
future projects. 

However, this turnout is the lowest so far at 50.5% and only just represents a majority of 
the parish, meaning the Parish Council may have to reconsider how it conducts the 2024 
survey in order to obtain meaningful results 


